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8 million people
(as of 2025)

Agriculture is the
dominant employer 

Lao PDR
236,800
area

km² 18 provinces 3 zones

population

~ 70% of population dependent
on agriculture 

58% 16.6% Contributing to GDP
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Current 

Pesticide
Management

Rising pesticide use driven by expanding
agricultural productivity

Cross-border trade creates risks of illegal
or unregistered pesticide imports.

Limited capacity of border and customs
officials to identify harmful or illegal
products.

Continued trading, use and advertising of
banned pesticides



Pesticide
Regulation & Control

Challenges in

1

Illegal pesticide trade
remains a challenge due to

Weak inspection
capacity at border
checkpoints

3
Lack of identification
tools for hazardous
products

2
Limited technical
knowledge of
pesticide regulations
among key actors

4
Informal cross-
border trade
through
unmonitored routes



Pesticide
Regulation & Control

Challenges in

IMPACT

Risks to
human
health

Environmental
contamination

Undermining
national pesticide
regulation



Organizational Involvement
in Pesticide Control 

Key Organizations and Legal Framework

NATIONAL

LOCAL

(Policy Development, Monitoring and Evaluation)

(Implementation, Monitoring and Reporting)

Provincial and District Agriculture and
Environment Office-Agriculture Section 

Provincial and District Custom Office
Provincial and District Indrustry and Comecer Office
Provincial and District Environment Police Office

Ministry of Agriculture and Environment (MAE)
Department of Agriculture-Regulatory and Input Registration
Division, Plant Quarantine Division 

Ministry of Finance (MOF)
Lao Customs Department, 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC)
Department of Enterprise Registration and Management 
Ministry of Public Security
Department of Environment Police



Environmental risk management
Control of hazardous chemicals
Waste management and disposal oversight

Department of Environment
Registration, approval, and prohibition of pesticide
products
Evaluation of active ingredients and formulation standards
Issuance of import permits
Inspection of agrochemical retailers and distributors
Monitoring pesticide use and compliance at the farm level

Department of Agriculture –
Plant Protection & Regulatory Input Registration

Trade Licensing of Importer and Distributors, 
Import and Export Policy Alignment 
Comercial compliance Mornitoring 

Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MOIC)
Department of Enterprise Registration and Management

Organizational Involvement
in Pesticide Control 

Key Organizations and Legal Framework

LEAD TECHNICAL AUTHORITY 

Ministry of Agriculture and Environment ( MoAE)
Department of Agriculture – Plant Protection &

Regulatory Input Registration

Verification of import permits and documentation
Inspection of agrochemical shipments
Detection of smuggling, mislabeling, or false declarations
Seizure of illegal consignments

Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Customs Department

Investigation of organized smuggling networks
Enforcement of criminal penalties
Cross-border intelligence coordination

Ministry of Public Security (MoPS)

Note: Customs often requires technical verification from plant protection authorities regarding
pesticide registration status.



Capacity
Building
Approach

Training
Component

Training for
customs and
border control
officers

Development of
training materials
and identification
guides

Institutional
coordination
between
agriculture and
customs agencies

Awareness
raising on
hazardous
pesticides

National pesticide
regulatory
framework

Identification of
restricted and
banned pesticides

Understanding
Highly Hazardous
Pesticides (HHPs)

Inspection
procedures at
border checkpoints

Enforcement
action 

Case studies
of illegal
pesticide
trade



Awareness Raising on National
Pesticide Regulatory Framework

Implementation of
Legal Framework 

Ministry of Agriculture and
Environment – Technical
Registration on Pesticides

Law on Chemical 

The Law on Plant
Protection 

The Law on Cultivation 

Decree on Fertilizer

Decree on Pesticide 

Decision of Ministry on
Pesticide Business
Registration Control 

Agreement on
Technical Registration
on Pesticide



Training on Identification of restricted
and banned pesticides

Using WHO and FAO guidelines and identification manuals
HHPs identified in Lao PDR include: Chlorpyrifos, Paraquat,
Diazinon, Lambda-cyhalothrin, and Glufosinate ammonium



Training on Understanding Highly
Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs)



Training on Understanding Highly
Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs)



Enforcement
Actions

Key Enforcement Actions

Document review for compliance with the Ministry
of Agriculture and Environment system and
Ministry of Industry and Commerce requirements
and customs mechanisms. 

Defined
pesticide
registration
system

Highly
Hazardous
Pesticide
(HHP)
Identification

Banned
pesticides
Identification

Good
Manageme
nt Practice
Adoption 

Safety
Standard
adoption 

Utilized a digital
platform (web
application) to track
volumes and quotas
based on
permissions issued
by DOA/PAFO



Key
Challenges

Weak Inter-Agency Coordination

Joint inspection protocols and data-sharing
platforms remain underdeveloped

Informal Cross-Border Trade:
numerous traditional and
unmonitored crossing points
along shared borders facilitate
unregulated pesticide flows

Weak Market Surveillance:
post-import monitoring of
distributors and retailers is
constrained by limited
resources at provincial and
district levels

Enforcement and
Sanctions: penalties for
violations are often
insufficient as a deterrent,
and enforcement
procedures lack
consistency across
agencies

Limited Border
Inspection Capacity:
insufficient trained
staff, limited chemical
identification
equipment, weak
risk-profiling systems,
and inadequate
digital tracking of
registered products



Contact Details: Lao FARM Project
Other information: www.geffarm.org
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Approaches to Combat 

Illegal Pesticides in Kenya



OUTLINE

• What are illegal pesticides?

• Types of illegal pesticides

• Kenyan Situation/Challenges

• Key entry pathways for illegal 

pesticides

• Dangers of illegal pesticides

• Strategies for combating illegal 

pesticides:

• Strengthen border control

• Enhance enforcement

• Market surveillance

• Digital monitoring

• Awareness creation

• Capacity building

• Regional cooperation



What Are Illegal Pesticides?

Illegal pesticides are pest 
control products that are not 
registered, approved, or 
regulated. They are products 
that do not comply with the set 
legal requirements. 

• Unregistered products

• Counterfeit/fake products

• Improperly rrepackaged
products

• Obsolete/expired products



Examples of an unregistered pesticides



Examples of an unregistered pesticides



Examples of an unregistered pesticides



Examples of counterfeits



Examples of counterfeits



Improperly repackaged product



Improperly repackaged products



Example of sticker batched products



Context: Kenyan Situation

Challenges:

• Smuggling across porous 
borders

• Hawkers & informal
outlets (mali mali)

• Traveling sales persons 
(on boda bodas & vans)

• Unregulated online sales



Key Entry Pathways for Illegal Pesticides

• Porous borders
• Concealed in cargo
• Mis-declared imports
• Locally formulated



DANGERS OF ILLEGAL PRODUCTS
• Unregistered, smuggled & counterfeit products 

often contain harmful unknown, undeclared or 
unapproved active ingredients that are a risk to 
food safety.

• Illegal products may lead to high operator 
exposure due to harmful ingredients and lack of 
proper usage instructions.

• Illegal products may lead to crop losses due to 
lack of efficacy or due to phytotoxicity.

• Unapproved use of pesticides leads to the risk 
of residues in food which can harm human 
health.

• Decanting & reweighing of products at retail 
level can lead to exposure of the handlers & 
compromises the efficacy of the products.

• Poor disposal of obsolete pesticides can lead to 
environmental contamination e.g. 
contamination of ground water.

• MRL exceedance leads to interceptions & loss 
of export markets leading to loss of income for 
the country & farmers.



Strategies to Combat Illegal Pesticides

• Prescence at more border 
points

• Risk based inspections
• Collaboration between 

import control agencies
• Joint patrols in unmanned 

border sections
• Sensitization of trans-

boundary transport & 
logistics companies on illegal 
pesticides

• Long term goal: 
Harmonization of standards 
in the region

Strengthen Border Control



Enhance Enforcement

• Joint multi-agency 
operations

• Coordinated raids
• Intelligence sharing
• Stronger penalties
• Publicize arrests & 

prosecutions
• Legal action against 
growers who use illegal
pesticides

Strategies to Combat Illegal Pesticides



Market Surveillance

• Frequent inspections of
agro-dealers

• Monitoring of products

• Sampling of products for
quality

• Seizure of illegal stocks

Strategies to Combat Illegal Pesticides



Digital Monitoring

• Track online sales
• Issue takedown notices for 

illegal product adverts
• Collaborate with the 

Communications authority 
to clamp down on errant 
online vendors

• Trace supply chains to 
physical stores & conduct 
raids

• Engage couriers & delivery 
agents

Strategies to Combat Illegal Pesticides



• Farmer education

• Training extension staff

• Training Spray Service 
Providers

• Agro-dealer training

• Public campaigns e.g. 
vernacular radio

• Roadshows

• Digital awareness 
creation on social media

Strategies to Combat Illegal Pesticides
Awareness Creation



Capacity Building

• Train pesticide inspectors

• Sensitize partner import 
control agencies

• Train county inspectorate 
staff on how to combat 
illicit pesticide trade

• Sensitize judiciary & 
prosecutors on the 
provisions of the relevant 
laws relating to illegal 
pesticides

Strategies to Combat Illegal Pesticides



Regional Cooperation

• Cross-border 
operations

• Sharing intelligence

• Benchmarking 

• Harmonize 
regulations

Strategies to Combat Illegal Pesticides



THANK YOU



PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS BOARD
Loresho - Kabete

P.O. Box 13794-00800
Nairobi, Kenya

Email: md@pcpb.go.ke/info@pcpb.go.ke
Website: www.pcpb.go.ke
Tel: +254-20-8021846/7/8

0720 480 904
Regional offices- Nairobi, Coast, Western, Mt. Kenya, South Rift & North Rift



Countering Illegal Pesticides: Global Best Practices 
on Industry Collaboration, Enforcement Partnerships 
and Emerging Risks

24 March 2026 |          | Webinar Combating Illegal and Counterfeit Pesticides: Strengthening National Systems, Partnerships, and Trade Controls

Marie Goh Chooi Fong, CropLife Asia
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Legal Disclaimer

• This presentation is for informational and educational purposes only. All product names, trade names, brand names, or 

website references mentioned herein are the property of their respective owners and are used only for illustrative 

purposes. The use of these names, brands, or website should not be construed as endorsing, representing, or implying 

any form of the criminal activity, non-compliance, or misconduct associated with the said names, products, or 

companies.

• The information presented is based on open domain information and aims to address the topic in a general manner. It 

does not claim to encompass all instances of crime or non-compliance related to the names, products, or companies 

mentioned. Nothing in this presentation should be interpreted as an allegation or accusation against any individual, 

organization, or entity. 

• By accessing or using this presentation, you agree to this disclaimer or acknowledgment that the information provided 

does not serve as legal or professional advice. For specific legal advice, please consult a qualified professional.

• By continuing to engagement with this presentation, you acknowledge that you have read, understood, and agree to this 

legal disclaimer. 
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• Who we are

• Illicit Trade

• Global best practices & Enforcement partnerships

• Illicit trade on online platforms

Topics
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Who We Are
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CropLife International - Crop Protection and Plant Biotechnology
94 National & Regional Associations

CropLife 
America

CropLife Latin 
America
• 26 national 

associations 
CropLife Africa Middle 
East
• 22 national 

associations 

CropLife 
Canada

CropLife Europe
• 24 national 

associations 

CropLife Asia
• 15 national 

associations 

CropLife Japan

CropLife International HQ 
Brussel, Belgium
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CropLife Asia network-supporting a safe, secure and sustainable 
food supply in Asia through plant science

6 Members Companies

15 National Association

CropLife Asia 
Office

Singapore
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Illicit Trade
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Illicit Trade Remains a Global Concern

1. OECD, Joint Working Party on Trade and Environment: New digital technologies to tackle trade in illegal pesticides, 2020, p. 12.
2. EUIPO-EUROPOL, Intellectual Property Crime Threat Assessment, 2022, p. 20.
3. IDESF, The Illegal Market for Agricultural Pesticides in Brazil, 2021, p. 49.
4. Agricultural Economics, Unregistered pesticides: Prevalence, risks, and responses in Mali, 2023, p. 6.
5. FICCI, Study on Sub-Standard, Spurious/Counterfeit Pesticides in India 2015 - Report, 2015, p. 17.
6. Reuters, Brazil set to seize massive volumes of illegal pesticides this year, says govt official, 25 August 2022.



Source: OECD (2020); TRACIT (2024); FAO/WHO Guidance (2025)

Human Health Hazards

Unknown Toxicity: Illegal products often contain untested active ingredients 
ingredients or banned substances (e.g., POPs).

Acute Poisoning: Higher risk for farmers due to lack of proper safety instructions 
instructions and protective equipment guidelines.

Chronic Effects: Long-term exposure to unknown co-formulants can lead to severe 
lead to severe health issues.

IMPACT: CRITICAL - Life Threatening

Environmental Contamination

Soil & Water Pollution: Unregistered chemicals persist in the 
environment, contaminating groundwater and soil fertility.

Biodiversity Harm: Non-target species (bees, birds, aquatic life) are decimated by 
unregulated toxic compounds.

Residue Accumulation: Illegal pesticides leave persistent residues that enter the food 
enter the food chain.

IMPACT: CRITICAL - Irreversible Damage

Economic Losses

Crop Failure: Ineffective fake pesticides lead to total harvest loss for farmers.

Market Rejection: Export crops rejected due to illegal residues, causing massive 
financial losses.

Unfair Competition: Legitimate manufacturers face price undercutting from tax
from tax-

-
evading illicit sellers.

IMPACT: HIGH - Financial Ruin

Public Trust & Food Safety

Consumer Confidence: Scandals involving contaminated food erode trust in 
agricultural systems.

Regulatory Failure Perception: Widespread availability of illegal goods undermines 
authority credibility.

Food Security Threat: Compromised crop yields threaten national food supply 
supply stability.

IMPACT: HIGH - Systemic Risk

Risks of Non-Registered Products
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Pesticides Require Special Regulation
Comparison of regulatory frameworks: Crop Protection (Pesticides) vs. Pharmaceuticals

Regulatory Area Crop Protection (Pesticides) Pharmaceuticals

Pre-Market Authorization Mandatory National Registration

Based on efficacy & safety data (human/env risk)

Mandatory Market Authorization

Based on clinical trials (safety/efficacy)

Seller Requirements Licensed Dealers Only

Must meet storage & handling standards

Licensed Pharmacies Only

Pharmacist oversight required

End-User Controls Certified Applicators

Required for Restricted Use Pesticides (RUPs)

Medical Prescription

Required for prescription-only medicines

Safety Communication Strict Labeling (GHS)

Detailed SDS & use instructions required

Strict Labeling & Leaflets

Patient information leaflets & dosage guides

Supply Chain Control Lifecycle Stewardship

Transport (UN TDG) & Disposal regulations

Serialization & Traceability

Good Distribution Practice (GDP)
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Global Best Practices
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Operation Silver Axe 
Total of 6961 tonnes of illegal pesticides 

seized since Silver Axe I

Silver Axe I 2015 190 tonnes of counterfeit pesticides seized

Silver Axe II 2017 122 tons of illegal or counterfeit pesticides seized during 

operation Silver Axe II

Silver Axe III 2018 360 tons of smuggled pesticides were seized

Silver Axe IV 2020 346 tonnes of illegal pesticides taken off the market in 2020 

global operation Silver Axe

Silver Axe V 2020 Seized over 550 tonnes of illegal pesticides

Silver Axe VI 2021 € 80 million in criminal profits seized during operation Silver Axe 

VI. 12 arrests and the seizure of over 1200 tonnes of illegal 

pesticides in total.

Silver Axe VII 2022 1,150 tonnes of pesticides were seized in total, a factory producing 

fake pesticides was dismantled, and ten people were arrested

Silver Axe VIII 2023 Seizure of 2040 tons of illegal pesticides and the arrests of 21 

suspects.

https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/operation-against-fake-pesticides-over-1000-tonnes-stopped-factory-dismantled-2022-07-26_en

https://croplife.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Europol-Press-Release-18.12.2015_-_huge_seizures_of_190_tonnes_of_counterfeit_pesticides-Operation-Silver-Axe.pdf
https://croplife.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Europol-Press-Release-18.12.2015_-_huge_seizures_of_190_tonnes_of_counterfeit_pesticides-Operation-Silver-Axe.pdf
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/122-tons-of-illegal-or-counterfeit-pesticides-seized-during-operation-silver-axe-ii
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/122-tons-of-illegal-or-counterfeit-pesticides-seized-during-operation-silver-axe-ii
https://eucrim.eu/news/practice-operation-silver-axe-iii/
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/record-number-of-1-346-tonnes-of-illegal-pesticides-taken-market-in-2020-global-operation-silver-axe
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/record-number-of-1-346-tonnes-of-illegal-pesticides-taken-market-in-2020-global-operation-silver-axe
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/operation-silver-axe-strikes-for-fourth-time-seizing-over-550-tonnes-of-illegal-pesticides
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/pesticides-worth-to-€-80-million-in-criminal-profits-seized-during-operation-silver-axe-vi
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/pesticides-worth-to-€-80-million-in-criminal-profits-seized-during-operation-silver-axe-vi
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Our Partnerships and Contributions

https://unicri.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/The_problem_of_illicit_pesticides.pdf
https://www.tracit.org/uploads/1/0/2/2/102238034/tracit_aseancommunity_june2023.pdf

https://unicri.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/The_problem_of_illicit_pesticides.pdf
https://unicri.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/The_problem_of_illicit_pesticides.pdf
https://unicri.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/The_problem_of_illicit_pesticides.pdf
https://www.tracit.org/uploads/1/0/2/2/102238034/tracit_aseancommunity_june2023.pdf
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Education & Advocacy across the regions e.g. Asia
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Enforcement by national authorities and media publications
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Illicit Trade on Online Platforms
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Collaboration on Illicit Trade Online Sales of Pesticides
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June 2025

The FAO–WHO Joint Meeting on Pesticides Management (JMPM) has 

created guidance to help countries, especially low- and middle-income 

nations to establish a national framework for safe and sustainable online 

pesticide sales. The document stresses the need to strengthen laws, 

regulations, and public awareness to address challenges such as 

anonymous sellers, rapidly changing websites, and cross-border illegal 

trade.

Key recommendations include:

• Updating national pesticide legislation to cover online sales, licensing of 

sellers, and transport regulations.

• Ensuring accurate information and standardized labelling across 

countries.

• Developing reporting systems for pesticide incidents via online platforms.

• Providing training for those handling or transporting pesticides.

• Equipping regulatory agencies with resources, trained inspectors, and 

cross-border cooperation mechanisms.

• The guidance promotes international collaboration, information sharing, 

and locally adapted solutions to protect public health and support 

sustainable agriculture.

Source: https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd5477en  

https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd5477en
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Regulatory Framework for Pesticide Sales
Comprehensive lifecycle controls extended to digital commerce

FAO/WHO Guidelines 2025

Registration

Country of Use Principle: Must be registered in destination country
destination country

Scientific assessment of efficacy & safety

Pre-market authorization requirement

Extended to Online Listings

Licensing

Mandatory for dealers, distributors & retail

Storage facility certification

Training requirements for personnel

Digital Seller Verification

Packaging & Labeling

GHS Compliance: Hazard pictograms

Local language requirement (destination)

Safety Data Sheets (SDS) provision

Digital Label Display

Transport Safety

UN TDG Recommendations: Dangerous goods rules

Separation from food/consumer goods

Spill containment protocols

Parcel/Courier Compliance

International Treaties

Rotterdam Convention: Prior Informed Consent (PIC)

Stockholm Convention: POPs restrictions

Cross-border trade notifications

Cross-Border E-commerce

Online Channel Specifics

Platform accountability & due diligence

Real-time license verification

Prohibition of high-risk product sales

New FAO/WHO 2025 Guidance

FAO/WHO Code of Conduct (2014) FAO/WHO Guidance on Pesticide Legislation (2020) GHS Rev.10 (2023) UN TDG Recommendations



Enforcement Authority & Powers 
Needed

Lead Authority

Designated National Regulator (e.g., 
CIB/RC, EPA, Ministry of Agriculture)

Centralized Mandate

Online Jurisdiction

Inter-agency Lead

CRITICAL DIGITAL ENFORCEMENT POWERS

Seizure & Stop-Sale

Physical seizure in warehouses & digital stop-
sale orders for listings

Takedowns & Blocking

Order removal of listings and blocking of non-
compliant domains/URLs

Mystery Shopping

Authority to make test purchases 
anonymously to verify compliance

Data Compulsion

Access to platform KYC data, transaction logs, 
logs, and seller identities

Fast-Track Adjudication

Expedited administrative procedures for digital 
violations

Safe Disposal

Protocols for environmentally safe 
destruction of seized goods

COLLABORATION ECOSYSTEM

Payment Processors

Block Transactions

Couriers / Logistics

Intercept Parcels

Hosting Providers

Remove Content

Customs & Police

Cross-border Intel

Source: FAO/WHO Guidance on Online Sales of Pesticides (2025) Section 3.6 Supervision & Enforcement 2026 Regulatory Framework



COMPLIANCE FRAMEWORK

Platform Responsibilities
Core pillars for safe and compliant agrochemical e-commerce

VERIFICATION

Seller Identity & KYC

Mandatory vetting of seller credentials before 
allowing access to agrochemical categories. 
Ensure traceability to legal entities.

Real-identity verification

Business license capture

Geolocation checks

PREVENTION

Listing Controls

Technical barriers to prevent non-compliant listings 
from going live. Automated validation of product 
data fields.

Category gating (Restricted)

Mandatory Reg. ID fields

Prohibited keyword filters

DETECTION

AI & Smart Monitoring

Deploying machine learning models to scan 
active listings for suspicious patterns, image 
discrepancies, and evasion tactics.

Image/Text matching models

Risk scoring algorithms

Repeat offender detection

ENFORCEMENT

Response Protocol

Standardized procedures for handling takedown 
requests and violations. Rapid action to minimize 
exposure time.

CONTROL

Geo-Fencing Sales

Restricting product visibility and purchase 
availability based on buyer location and local 
registration status.

COLLABORATION

Data Sharing

Secure exchange of information with regulators to 
support investigations and improve overall market 
safety.

24-48h Takedown SLA

Clear appeals workflow

Seasonal proactive sweeps

Location-based visibility

Shipping restrictions

Cross-border blocking

Secure Regulator APIs

Preservation of evidence

Transparency reports
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New Updates - China
New China Pesticide E-Commerce Regulations - Effective January 1, 2026

China's Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs has issued comprehensive e-  
  commerce regulations (Document No. Nongban Nong [2025] No. 22) that 
  mandate strict licensing, filing, and disclosure requirements for all online 
  pesticide sellers. The regulations aim to combat illicit pesticide trade through 
  enhanced traceability and platform accountability

   CRITICAL REGULATORY CHANGES
   1. Mandatory Licensing & Filing
• All online pesticide sellers must obtain a Pesticide Business License before 
  operation
• Mandatory filing with authorities within 20 days of going online
• Transition deadline: January 31, 2026 for existing operators

   2. Complete Online Sales Ban for High-Risk Products
• Restricted-use pesticides are completely prohibited from online sales
• Violators treated as unlicensed operators, subject to severe penalties

   3. Enhanced Transparency Requirements
• Prominent display of license information on all sales pages
• Complete, accurate product label information must be shown
• License changes must be updated within 10 working days

   4. Platform Accountability
• Third-party e-commerce platforms must verify seller qualifications
• Mandatory real-name purchase systems
• Transaction record preservation requirements
• Active cooperation with regulatory enforcement

Source: - https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/O_Kh5dD6HQ1_0VlNyazOqA

IMPLICATIONS FOR ANTI-ILLICIT TRADE EFFORTS
  Opportunities:

 Enhanced traceability through mandatory filing and real-
name purchases

 Platform cooperation requirements facilitate enforcement 
coordination

 Public license display enables easier identification of 
unlicensed operators

 Clear prohibition on restricted pesticides reduces high-risk 
product circulation 

PENALTY FRAMEWORK SUMMARY

 

KEY DATES
• January 1, 2026: Regulations take effect
• January 31, 2026: Filing deadline for existing operators
      Ongoing: Quarterly enforcement reporting expected

Violation Type Penalty Range
Failure to file $690-$6,900 + correction order

No license display E-Commerce Law Article 76 
penalties

False product info Up to $1,380 (aggravated 
cases)

Platform non-compliance E-Commerce Law Article 80 
penalties

Selling restricted products 
online Unlicensed operation penalties

Exchange rate: 1 USD = 7.25 RMB (approximate)

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/O_Kh5dD6HQ1_0VlNyazOqA
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/O_Kh5dD6HQ1_0VlNyazOqA
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New Updates - Vietnam
Vietnam’s E-Commerce Law - Effective July 1, 2026

Source: - https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-

law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026. 

On December 10, 2025, the National Assembly adopted the law on E-commerce with 444 out of 446 deputies present 
voting in favor.
• Clarifying obligations for social media e-commerce and livestreamed sales
• Strengthening seller identification and market transparency
• Responsibilities of foreign platforms operating in Vietnam
• Ensuring timely issuance of implementing regulations
• Addressing detailed recommendations from deputies - (1) transaction thresholds for foreign platforms; (2) deposit 

requirements for certain foreign platforms to guarantee compensation for consumers and fulfil financial obligations 
to the State; (3) reporting mechanisms; (4) administrative procedures and (5) violation handling and policies 
promoting e-commerce development.

Scope and entry into force
• The Law on E-commerce comprises 7 chapters and 41 articles. It provides regulations on e-commerce development 

policies; e-commerce platforms and responsibilities of organisations and individuals participating in e-commerce; 
cross-border e-commerce; responsibilities of entities providing supporting services; and the application of technology 
in enforcement and violation handling.

• The law applies to both domestic and foreign organisations and individuals engaged in e-commerce activities in 
Vietnam and will take effect on July 1, 2026.

https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
https://moit.gov.vn/en/news/latest-news/the-national-assembly-officially-passes-the-e-commerce-law.html#:~:text=The%20law%20applies%20to%20both,effect%20on%20July%201%2C%202026
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Call to Action - Tackling and reduce illicit pesticides

Set and uphold regulations • Produce registered pesticides
• KYC

Verify valid licenses

•Source compliance products 
•KYS

Use authorized and 
registered pesticides

▪ Ensure sellers have a license 
for sale in country of use

▪ Store such license for 
verification by regulators

▪ Ensure only registered 
pesticides are available for 
online sale
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Questions?
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Thank you

For further information, feel free to contact us:

w http://www.croplifeasia.org/contact-us/#/

t   +65 9866 6168

a   60 Paya Lebar Road #11-31 Paya Lebar Square Singapore 409051

http://www.croplifeasia.org/contact-us/#/
http://www.croplifeasia.org/contact-us/#/
http://www.croplifeasia.org/contact-us/#/


AI and Intelligence 

Sharing- Lessons for 

Operations Against 

Illicit Pesticide Trade

Date: March 2026



Illegal Pesticides: A Digital, Global Threat

2

Scale and complexity now exceed traditional enforcement capabilities.

🌍

Global networks

💻

Online marketplaces

(e-commerce, social 

media, dark web)

🌐

Multilingual operations

🧩
Fragmented intelligence
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AI Detection

• Scan online activity

• Keywords, images

• Risk scoring

Intelligence Analysis

• Structure data

• Map networks

• Identify patterns

Coordinated Action

• Share intelligence

• Support enforcement

• Target operations

From Data to Action: AI + Intelligence + Partnerships
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⚡ Faster detection

→ Earlier identification of illicit activity

🎯 Risk-based prioritization

→ Focus on highest-impact cases

🌐 Stronger global coordination

→ Shared intelligence across partners

🚔 More effective enforcement

→ Targeted, data-driven operations

Scaling Enforcement Intelligence





FAO/WHO Guidance note on 
addrssing illegal trade of 

pesticides 

Oxana Perminova 
Agricultural Officer

Plant Production and Protection Division (NSP), FAO

Carmen Bullon 
Legal Officer

Development Law Service (FAO)

https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/c68dc079-aa06-
430e-a1df-0217451905e8
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https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/
core/bitstreams/4aa015cc-f644-4a1a-88dc-
d0c2272fca05/content
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Environmental protection and 

Mainstream biodiversity 

Post-registration enforcement and 

quality control

Registration and capacity buildingLegislation, regulation and policy  

Alternatives of POPs/HHPs and IPM/IVM

Lifecycle management approach
Integrating all relevant aspects 

Training farmers

Monitoring reside and food safety 

International Guidance and standards 

Sustainable waste management
Poisoning and suicide prevention 
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An Overview of the Rotterdam PIC 
procedure

Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions

Combating Illegal and Counterfeit Pesticides: Strengthening National Systems, Partnerships, and Trade Controls, 24 March 2026

Lina Fortelius
Programme Management Officer
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The Conventions

 Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movements of hazardous wastes and their Disposal

 1989 / 191 Parties

 Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent 
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides 
in International  Trade
 1998 / 168 Parties

 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
 2001 / 186 Parties



Click icon to insert photo (optional)What is the 
Rotterdam 
Convention?



How does the Rotterdam Convention relate to 
other multilateral environmental agreements 
(MEAs) and frameworks on chemicals and waste?

Relevant legally-binding MEAs on chemicals and waste include:

Basel Convention on the Control of 
Transboundary Movement of 
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal

Stockholm Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants (POPs)

Minamata Convention 
on Mercury

Global Framework on 
Chemicals (GFC)



What is the objective of the Rotterdam 
Convention?
The objective is set out in Article 1:

To promote shared responsibility and cooperative efforts among
Parties in the international trade of certain hazardous chemicals in 
order to protect human health and the environment from potential 
harm and to contribute to their environmentally sound use:

• by facilitating information exchange about their characteristics, 

• by providing for a national decision-making process on their 
import and export and 

• by disseminating these decisions to Parties.

The Rotterdam 
Convention does 
not recommend to 
ban or severely 
restrict the use of 
chemicals.



✓ Applies to
1. Banned or severely restricted chemicals; and
2. Severely hazardous pesticide formulations (SHPFs).

1. Narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances
2. Radioactive materials
3. Wastes
4. Chemical weapons
5. Pharmaceuticals, including human and veterinary drugs
6. Chemicals used as food additives
7. Food
8. Chemicals in quantities not likely to affect human 

health or the environment provided they are imported

The scope is set out in Article 3:
✕ Does not apply to

What is the scope of the 
Convention?



In a nutshell:

• Exporting Parties are obliged 
to ensure that exports do not 
occur contrary to import 
responses.

• The PIC procedure thus ensures 
that Annex III chemicals are not 
exported without prior informed 
consent of the importing Party.

What is the Prior Informed 
Consent (PIC) procedure?

An integral part of the Rotterdam 
Convention.

Provides Parties with a means to 
assess risks and to decide whether 
they will allow future imports of Annex 
III chemicals.

A means for formally obtaining and 
disseminating the decisions of Parties 
regarding future imports of these 
chemicals. 

https://www.pic.int/TheConvention/Chemicals/AnnexIIIChemicals/tabid/1132/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Steps of the PIC procedure

• COP decides to list 
a chemical in 
Annex III and 
adopts DGD.

• Secretariat 
distributes DGD to 
all DNAs.

Global Action

• Parties take 
decision on future 
imports of the 
chemical by 
transmitting import 
responses.

National Decision

• Secretariat 
disseminates 
import responses 
via PIC Circular.

• The Secretariat 
reminds Parties 
that failed to 
submit import 
responses.

Dissemination via 
PIC Circular

• Parties 
communicate 
import responses 
to domestic 
stakeholders.

• Parties ensure 
domestic exporters 
comply with import 
responses.

National Action



Key articles underpinning the PIC procedure

• Preparation, approval and dissemination of the decision guidance document (DGD).
• Process by which chemicals are approved by COP for listing in Annex III.

Article 7: Listing of chemicals in Annex III

• Parties to transmit import responses no later than 9 months after dispatch of DGD.
• Responses can consist of a final decision or an interim response.
• Parties can consent, not consent or consent only subject to specified conditions.

Article 10: Obligations in relation to imports of chemicals listed in Annex III

• Exporting Parties to communicate import responses of other Parties to domestic stakeholders.
• Exporting Parties to ensure that domestic exporters comply with import responses of other Parties.

Article 11: Obligations in relation to exports of chemicals listed in Annex III



Key documents for the PIC 
procedure: PIC Circular

The PIC Circular:
• Key document: for the operation of the PIC 

procedure and exchange of information.
• Provides for information exchange (import 

responses, notifications of Final Regulatory 
Actions etc.)

• Published every six months (June and 
December).

• Used by Parties to inform domestic 
stakeholders

► Acees the PIC Circulars

https://www.pic.int/PICCircular/tabid/1168
https://www.pic.int/PICCircular/tabid/1168


Key documents for the PIC procedure: 
Decision Guidance Documents (DGDs)

• Prepared by CRC for each Annex III chemical.
• Approved by COP.
• Sent to all Parties by Secretariat with request to provide import response.

Who prepares, who adopts and who disseminated the DGDs?

• Scope of chemical subject to the PIC procedure.
• Chemical’s characteristics
• Summary of why the chemical was banned/severely restricted or (for SHPF) problems under conditions of use.

What information is contained in the DGDs?

• Help governments assess risks connected with handling and use.
• Enable informed decisions about future import.

What is the role of the DGDs in the PIC procedure?

Access DGDs

https://www.pic.int/TheConvention/Chemicals/DecisionGuidanceDocuments


What are import responses?

► PIC Circular 
► Database of import responses

Import responses are the decisions provided by Parties 
indicating whether or not they will consent to import 
the chemicals listed in Annex III to the Convention. 

https://www.pic.int/tabid/1168
https://www.pic.int/tabid/1168
https://www.pic.int/Procedures/ImportResponses/Database/tabid/1370/language/en-US/Default.aspx
https://www.pic.int/Procedures/ImportResponses/Database/tabid/1370/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Which obligations do Parties have in relation 
to imports of Annex III chemicals?

• Implement appropriate legislative or administrative measures to ensure timely decisions.

Article 10, paragraph 1

• Transmit a response concerning the future import of the chemical.

Article 10, paragraph 2

• Make import responses available to those concerned within jurisdiction.

Article 10, paragraph 8

• Ensure trade neutrality.

Article 10, paragraph 9



Type of import responses
The import response shall consist of either:
a) a final decision pursuant to national legislative or administrative measures; or
b) an interim response.



Which considerations could be taken into 
account in taking decision on future imports?

1) Current production/use 
2) Existing chemicals management infrastructure 
3) Comparability with the notifying Party
4) Availability of alternatives
5) Obligations under the Stockholm Convention
6) Annex III Categories
7) Trade neutrality
8) National consultations



The Rotterdam Convention facilitates information 
exchange among the Parties on a very broad 
range of potentially hazardous chemicals, 
including via the following: 

• Notifications of final regulatory action
• Proposals to list SHPFs
• Import responses
• Export notifications
• Information accompanying exported chemicals
• Information exchange under Article 14

Information exchange



Development of national laws to implement the 
Convention:
• Each Party to develop a sufficient legal basis and 

set of requirements and procedures to give effect 
to the obligations at the national level.

• Left to individual Parties to determine how to do 
so.

• Article 15: each Party shall take such measures 
as may be necessary to establish and strengthen 
its national infrastructures and institutions for the 
effective implementation of this Convention.

Parties

“Party” means a State or regional economic 
integration organizations that has consented to be 
bound by the Convention and for which the 
Convention is in force.



Parties

Guide on the 
Development of National 
Laws to Implement the 
Rotterdam Convention 
available to support 
Parties in the 
development of national 
laws to implement the 
Rotterdam Convention 
and in ensuring 
implementation and 
compliance.

RC COP encouraged Parties to provide the 
Secretariat with texts of national legislation 
and other measures adopted by them to 
implement the Convention

https://www.pic.int/Portals/5/download.aspx?d=UNEP-FAO-RC-PROC-GUID-National_laws.English.pdf
https://www.pic.int/Portals/5/download.aspx?d=UNEP-FAO-RC-PROC-GUID-National_laws.English.pdf
https://www.pic.int/Portals/5/download.aspx?d=UNEP-FAO-RC-PROC-GUID-National_laws.English.pdf
https://www.pic.int/Portals/5/download.aspx?d=UNEP-FAO-RC-PROC-GUID-National_laws.English.pdf


Thank you!

Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions
International Environ ment House I 

11-15 Chemin des Anémones
CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva, Switzerland

www.brsmeas.org

Lina Fortelius, Programme Management Officer, BRS Secretariat
E-mail: lina.fortelius@un.org

http://www.brsmeas.org/
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